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September 1st, 2026, | 7:00 pm
Kiewit Hall, Room A203


	Members Present:

	Attendance

	President Swarnima Kain
	Present

	Executive Vice President Christina Fragel
	Absent

	Vice President of Student Affairs – Prabhashis Bose
	Present

	Vice President of Representation – Timothy Alo 
	Present

	Vice President of Finance – Promise Emmanuel
	Present

	Ken Bigba – Communications Chair
	Present

	Hasnat Aslam – Academic Affairs Chair
	Present

	Colten Skinner – Quality of Life Chair
	Absent

	Meryl Oherika Sahouet – Grants Committee Co-chair
	Present

	Adeyemi Oyelami – Grants Committee Co-chair
	Present



EXECUTIVE REPORTS 

Meeting Minutes:

President Swarnima Kain –

Meeting began at 7:08 pm
Swarnima introduced herself along with the executive committee.

Parvez was the host/moderator for the Q&A session with Katherine Anderson. 
Discussion with the chancellor convened at 7.51pm

Promise introduced the GSA to all the GSA representatives

· Swarnima introduced Bill 1 to collaborate with campus units
· Concern: Is it $2500 per semester? Is it starting from October to December?
· Hasnat and Swarnima responded that it is the total GSA fund for the semester and we may not be able to use it for September. 

· Swarnima introduced Bill 2 about social events 
· Concern: Alexis (from ASUN) notified us that it is important to use the p-card for purchase prior rather than submitting receipts later for reimbursement. For catering, they need to be notified at least 2 weeks prior to event; all the purchase information is up there online. 
· Swarnima said that she can connect anyone with concern to Alexis.
· Concern: How to reconcile when the timeline of the welcome event is different from that of the bill? 
· Hasnat told that it is a limitation and we cannot resolve it as the bill for the budget needs to be approved in the GSA meeting. 

· Meryl introduced the Bill 4 about CGRG
· Concern: Who will do the event? 
· Meryl told that GSA will host this event to honor awardees ad more details will follow about event venue and program. It will involve giving certificates and celebrating the awardees of the CGRG. At this point, it will be an annual event where all the past recipients will be recognized. The projected date is September 2026. 

· Swarnima introduced Bill 3 about academic open night
· Concern: Is $2000 more than expected amount for the budget of the academic open night? 
· Feedback: GSA members asked to advertise this event well so more people could join it.
 
· Swarnima introduced Bill 5 about student culture and community UNL for Letters to Lincoln.
· Parvez shared more details about this bill. Around 50 people are expected, and the venue is likely to be Hub Cafe. The goal of this event is to recognize people from Nebraska who support UNL graduate students.

Swarnima proposed that GSA will have 2nd meeting for executive team and the committee members in the 2nd last week of the month – likely Tuesday for roughly 45 minutes. 

GSA members reacted against the proposition.

GSA executive committee members voiced their concern that a 2nd meeting is needed to effectively garde the travel and research grants applications on time. The meeting will be an in-person meeting abiding by the GSA by laws.

Meryl said that it would be helpful if every GSA representative could bring at least one faculty member along with them to smoothen up the grading process and complete everything on time. 

A GSA representative proposed a solution of having 2 mandatory GSA representatives (instead of just 1) attending the meeting to get the tasks completed faster. 

It was undecided what day and time we are meeting for the 2nd meeting. Swarnima will follow up with all the GSA members with a time poll and place for feedback and suggestions for an effective way of holding the 2nd GSA meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9.01 pm. 
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